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Dear Madam Secretary:

The undersigned is Senior Vice President of Algonquin
Broadcasting Corporation of Buffalo, NY, licensee of Radio
stations WBEN(AM) and WMJQ(FM). I have been in broadcast
engineering since 1958, and have been Director of Engineering for
Algonquin Broadcasting for 15 years.

Being responsible for the technical operation of a major
market AM radio station, I am quite concerned that the
Commission, in an admirable attempt to further the proliferation
of AM stereophonic broadcasting, is being subjected to large
money interest propaganda bombardment regarding the relative
merits of the systems under consideration as evidenced by the
NPRM to accept the Motorola C-Quam system. Having studied the
technical claims of the Motorola C-Quam and Kahn ISB systems, and
having actually had the opportunity to hear them in all their
naked glory (outside of ideal laboratory conditions), I am
totally convinced that the ISB system proferred by Kahn
Communications is clearly superior technically to Motorola's C
Quam system.

Being certain the commission is aware of questions and
problems of "platform motion" and occupied bandwidth inherent and
insoluble in the C-Quam system, I will not detail them here, but
mention them as among the decisive factors in forming my opinion.
It seems reasonaable to adopt the system which is least
disruptive to the existing AM broadcast system from the
listener's standpoint. That system is clearly the KAHN ISB
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system, which can reasonably be expected to maintain or even
enhance a station's coverage monaurally or stereophonically while
remiaining within its prescribed broadcast bandwidth, thus
eliminating adjacent channel interference which is in my
experience prevalent with the C-Quam system.

My preference for the Commission's actions would be to adopt
a ruling requiring receiver manufacturers to equip their AM
radios with the capability of recieving BOTH systems, and to
have elective wideband recieving capability when listening to
monaural signals. Multiple system recievers are technologically
feasible and the cost of such features would be minimal to the
consumer. Multiple system recievers would be the only TRUE
market test and would result at worst in the demise of the
inferior system, thus assuring the commission of a decision which
served the public and broadcasters interests in the best possible
manner. E.lective wideband reception would provide non-stereo
stations with competitive equality with stereo stations. If,
however, the Commmission feels bound to select one system, please
give us the one which serves the public interest best in terms of
technical superiority, compatibility, and maintenance of spectrum
integrity.

The AM radio service is the most efficient use of
electromagnetic spectrum space the Commission oversees. Only
about one megahertz is allocated for the thousands of stations
serving every community in our nation. I respectfully submit
that the Commission should adopt the position stated by President
Clinton that government listen more to its citizens and less to
special interest lobbies. I do not believe the Broadcast
Industry or the American public deserve less than the best
possible AM stereophonic Broadcast system, and that this decision
should be made solely on technical merit, not on the politics of
lobbying pressure.
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David A. May
Sr. Vice Presi
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